































































































The Ancestry Insider






The unofficial, unauthorized view of Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org. The Ancestry Insider reports on, defends, and constructively criticizes these two websites and associated topics. The author attempts to fairly and evenly support both.
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FamilySearch Adds Docs, PDF, Larger Files








Adding to its support for photographs, FamilySearch recently added support for documents, PDF files, and larger file sizes.

With the addition of PDF files, photographs can now be .jpg, .png, or .pdf files. File size can be 15 MB, up from five. Some users have already used the photograph feature to upload images of documents. (I’ll confess. I’m one of them.) Now documents are officially supported. 
In the Photos section of FamilySearch.org, FamilySearch has added “Documents” to the navigation bar. Document upload, viewing, and tagging is handled almost exactly like photographs. The same file types and size apply. Like photographs, documents can be shared. While tags are circular on photographs—making it easy to encircle a face or head—they are rectangular on documents—making it easy to enclose a name.
For those like me who jumped the gun, photographs can be converted to documents—and vice versa. In the photo viewer, click on Details, then check the Document check box underneath Delete This Photo. (See the image to the right.)
I generally recommend against using PDF files for archival storage. However, they are a convenient mechanism for keeping multi-page documents together. Viewing PDF files is integrated into the image viewer (see an example), which is nice.
Note that the document feature is officially in beta, so there are bound to be rough edges. 
I consider the lack of TIFF files a major limitation. I’ve contributed a few photographs, but I’m mostly holding out for TIFF support so that I don’t have to scan my photos and documents twice.
On the other hand, I have a fair number of documents photographed in archives. My camera saves only in JPG format. Thanks to document support, I’ll be uploading them now to FamilySearch.org.
Attachment of photos or documents to sources is still coming soon.
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2 comments:





	
KathleenNovember 5, 2013 at 11:24 AM
why would you have to scan twice? If you use Picasa and open and tif and then export, e-mail, share, save, etc.; it automatically outputs a .jpg. Your .tif file is untouched and still there as big as it always was and you also have a usable .jpg for attaching, posting, etc. Another solution is to use Hamrick software for the original scan and it allows you to output to multiple formats in one scan.
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Lisa S. GorrellNovember 6, 2013 at 11:33 AM
You can also open in Paint and save as a .jpg. Then you have two copies, one in each format.
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The Ancestry Insider was a readers’ choice for the top four genealogy news and resources blogs, part of Family Tree Magazine’s “40 Best Genealogy Blogs” for 2010. He reports on the two big genealogy organizations, Ancestry.com and FamilySearch. He was named a “Most Popular Genealogy Blogs” by ProGenealogists, and has received Family Tree Magazine’s “101 Best Web Sites” award every year since 2008. A genealogical technologist, the Insider has a post-graduate technology degree and holds a dozen technology patents in the United States and abroad. He has done genealogy since 1972 and has worked in the computer industry since 1978. He was Time Magazine Man of the Year in both 1966 and 2006. And he really is descended from an Indian princess.
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The New and Improved Find A Grave Shown at #RootsTech

At RootsTech 2017  Peter Drinkwater showed off a late-alpha prototype for a new Find A Grave website. Fearing the worst, he was quite happy ...






	







A Fond Farewell

Dear friends,  I’m afraid the time has come for the Ancestry Insider to say goodbye. Over ten years ago I put virtual pen to virtual paper. ...






	







Indexing Tips: The Palmer Method

To the young person attempting to read cursive handwriting for the very first time, or after only a brief study in school, indexing cursive ...






	







Ancestry.com Did Not Buy HeritageQuest

HeritageQuest is a genealogical website available through many local libraries which usually let you access it from home. In the state of Ut...






	







Ancestry.com Releases We’re Related App

Ancestry.com has released a new smartphone app: “We’re Related.” The app appears squarely aimed at capitalizing on social media to spread in...






	







Ancestry DNA $79 Sale

Ancestry.com is running their periodic $79 sale for their DNA test kits. They list at $99 and regularly go on sale for $89. The $79 sale pri...






	







Monday Mailbox: Ancestry Removing Find A Grave Photos?

Dear Ancestry Insider, The email below was sent to me by one of my students. [Insider Note: I’ve removed identifying information from the st...






	







RootsWeb Update: Still Down and No Known Resolution Date

RootsWeb  has now been down for over two days. It went down before 4pm MST on Wednesday, 24 February 2016. I asked Ancestry.com’s spokespers...






	







Tim Sullivan Announces AncestryDNA Genetic Communities at #RootsTech 2017

Tim Sullivan, CEO and president of Ancestry announced this morning a new DNA feature called Genetic Communities. He gave us a quick, sneak p...






	







Future of Family History Center Microfilm

FamilySearch Family History Center staff are increasingly having hard times keeping their microfilm readers operational. Parts are becoming ...
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Legal Notices


The Ancestry Insider is written independently of Ancestry.com and FamilySearch. The opinions expressed herein are those of the author, and do not necessarily reflect those of Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.

E-mails and posted messages may be republished and may be edited for content, length, and editorial style.

The Ancestry Insider may be biased by the following factors: 1) The Ancestry Insider accepts products and services free of charge for review purposes. 2) The author of the Ancestry Insider is employed by the Corporation of the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, owner and sponsor of FamilySearch. 3) The author is a believing, practicing member of the same Church. 4) The author is a former stock-holder and employee of the business now known as Ancestry.com and maintains many friendships established while employed there. 5) It is the editorial policy of this column to be generally supportive of Ancestry.com and FamilySearch. 6) The author is an active volunteer for the National Genealogical Society.

"Ancestry Insider" does not refer to Ancestry.com. Trademarks used herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. The Ancestry Insider is solely responsible for any silly, comical, or satirical trademark parodies presented as such herein.

All content is copyrighted by the Ancestry Insider unless designated otherwise. For content copyrighted by the Ancestry Insider, permission is granted for non-commercial republication as long as you give credit and you link back to the original.
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